Phillips Planning Commission

Public Hearing, And Meeting Minutes

April 29, 2003

Mayor Boho ca1led the public hearing to order at 6:30 PM, Council Room, Municipal Center, Phillips, to receive comments and discussion on the request for a conditional use permit to construct a sign with its own support structure, exceeding 100 square feet in size on property described as part of Government Lot 3, 165 South Lake Avenue. Request submitted by Bonnie Ball, property owner.

Commission members present: Mayor Boho, Bill McBain, Jeff Fahl, Dean Upson, Marvel Cole, and Jenny LaChance. Mr. Elvis Presley invited to provide input on the subject matter of this hearing by Mayor Boho. Commission member Linda Johnson attended the hearing immediately after the call to order.

Others present: Lee V. Lamoreaux, Richard Cole, Bonnie Ball, and Roger Samuel.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mr. Upson to open the public hear​ing. Carried.

The following are comments on the subject matter of the public hearing;

1. Mrs. Ball presented correspondence from the Department of Transportation stating that as long as the proposed sign remains on the same property as the business it advertises, no permit from the DOT is required.

2. Will the proposed sign, Ball Petroleum, be closer to the exist​ing fire hydrant after construction, if granted, than the current existing sign? Mrs. Ball: No. Question asked by Mr. Upson.

3. Mayor Boho cited Municipal Code l7.32(l)(c), Signage, stating a free standing sign should not exceed 100 square feet(sign area only). Mrs. Ball stated that the proposed sign conforms to Amoco standards nationally, and would be 123 square feet (sign area only).

Motion by Mr. McBain, seconded by Mr. Fahl to close the public hear​ing. Carried. Public hearing closed at 6:42 PM.

Mr. Roger Samuel stated that he wanted to comment during the public hearing.

Motion by Mrs. LaChance, seconded by Mrs. Johnson to reopen the public hearing. Public hearing reopened at 6:43 PM, Carried.

Mr. Samuel stated that the City of Phillips should stress construction of smaller signs rather than large signs. Large signs cause distraction for motorists. Other units of governments have enacted regulations limiting the size of various types of signs.

Motion by Mrs. LaChance, seconded by Mr. Presley to close the public hearing. Carried. Public hearing closed at 6:47 PM.

Motion by Mr. McBain, seconded by Mr. Presley to recommend to the Common Council the granting of a conditional use permit to Bonnie Ball,. Owner, Ball Petroleum, to construct a free stand​ing business sign with sign square footage of 123. Committee members voting aye: Mr. McBain, Mr. Presley, Mr. Fahl, Mrs. Cole, Mayor Boho, Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Upson, and Mrs. LaChance. Committee members voting nay: None. Carried.

Mr. David Deda, Attorney, representing property owners Marie Shukala, Sharon Shukala, and Robert Voda, expressed concern over lack of details, in his opinion, in the motion passed by the Phillips Planning Commission at a meeting held on April 3, 2003, pertaining to the recommendation to grant a conditional use permit to Ginger Geng to construct a fence on her property. Attorney Deda presented, in writing, a suggested amendment to the original motion. Mr. Presley, and other committee members objected to the following part of the amended motion suggestion:

‘along her property boundary with Marie Shukala/Sharon Shukala.’ Mr. Presley presented an amended version of the original motion that, in his opinion, should cover the request for more detail.

Motion by Mr. Presley, seconded by Mrs. Johnson to amend the motion related to the Ginger Geng Conditional Use Permit, as reads, ‘to construct a fence along her property boundary’, is amended to read, ‘to construct a fence not to exceed a total height of 8 feet. The fence along her property will be similar to the fence from the Menard’s catalog that was presented to the City of Phillips Plan-fling Commission on April 3, 2003.  This fence would be from the front to the rear on Ms. Ginger Geng’s property, approximately 130 feet long.  The fence would run North and South separating Ms. Geng’s property from the property of Ms. Marie Shukala/Ms. Sharon Shukala, and Bob Voda.  Ms. Ginger Geng would be the sole owner and maintainer of this fence, and further would be required to abide by all city codes pertaining to fences with the exception of the height being 8 foot.  A copy of the Menard’s ad is set forth below.’ Committee members voting aye: Mr. McBain, Mr. Presley, Mr. Upson, Mayor Boho, Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Johnson, and Mrs. LaChance. Committee member abstaining: Mr. Fahl. Carried.

Motion by Mr. Presley, seconded by Mr. Fahl to adjourn. Carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:57 PM.
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