April 28, 2003


BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

Of the Board of Public Works of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the council room on April 28, 2003.

Mr. Namtzu called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

Committee members present: Mayor Boho, Leon Namtzu, Jeffrey Fahl, and Patti Wenzel.

Visitors present: Terry Staroba, Barb Revak, John Iverson, Elvis Presley, Jim Pisca, Randy Spacek, Ira Hartmann, Mark Wagner and Ruth Stueber.

Public Comment

Barb Revak, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer:  Citizens are calling to find out what to do with the leaves in their yards.

Terry Staroba, Director of Public Works:  Regulations do not permit a compost pile within a three-mile radius of an airport.

Ruth Stueber:  The Price County Extension office has people requesting leaves.  They should call 339-2555.

Fire Hall Expansion

Fire Chief Pisca presented Mr. Iverson, Ayres Associates, Inc., with a sketch of a preliminary plan of what they are looking for.  Mr. Iverson stated the estimated cost to evaluate and put a proposal together would be approximately $3,500 to $4,000.  Mr. Iverson will bring the proposal back to the Board of Public Works.

Fireworks Sponsorship, Licensed Personnel

Fire Chief Pisca:  No one in the fire department is licensed to shoot off fireworks, however, all the men wear full protection gear during the event and have professional training.  He doesn’t feel the city should change anything nor should they worry about it.

Weekly Progress Report From Kaempfer & Associates

John Martwick, WWTP supervisor, would like a weekly status report from Kaempfer & Associates.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Fahl to recommend to the Common Council to request a weekly progress report from Kaempfer & Associates regarding issues and solutions progress at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Carried

Water Tower Paint Color

It was discussed to paint the water tower the school colors of orange and black.  Mr. Staroba stated that a portion of the water tower had to be painted silver.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Fahl, to recommend to the Common Council to stay with the existing color.  Carried

Snow Removal Dispute-Cle Witt

Mr. Fahl:  Cle Witt called about a bill she received for sidewalk snow removal.  Cle told Mr. Fahl that she thought the snow was left from a snow blower and that she had health problems and wasn’t able to take care of it.  She paid $20.00 of the bill because she felt that was a fair price.

Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works:  I charge $1.00 per foot and the lots are 50 feet wide so the bill comes to $50.00.  Everyone gets charged the same amount.  We have received complaints in the past and they end up paying their bill and not letting it happen again.  Everyone has an excuse as to why his or her sidewalk didn’t get shoveled.  I give people 3 to 4 days after a snowfall before I send the crew around to clean sidewalks.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Namtzu, to continue with collection procedures on Cle Witt’s snow removal bill of $50.00.  Carried

Ten Hour Days-4 Days a Week

Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works:  The city crew worked 10 hr. days 4 days a week last summer and they would like to do the same this summer.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mr. Namtzu to allow the city crew to work 10 hr. days 4 days a week for the summer schedule effective May 5.  Carried

City Parking Lot Vendor Use

Mr. Namtzu:  The City of Phillips purchased the property on the corner of Hwy 13 and Chestnut St. to be used as a parking lot because downtown parking is limited.  This property should be used for parking and parking only, not for vendors.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to recommend to the Common Council to restrict the use of the parking lot located on the corner of Hwy 13 and Chestnut St. to parking only at all times.  Carried

Credit For Water Evaporation, Laundromats and Car Wash Business

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mr. Fahl to table for further investigation.

The following people left the meeting at 8:00PM

Fire Chief Pisca

Mark Wagner

Randy Spacek

Ruth Stueber

Request to Close

The Price County Area Literacy Council, Inc. has requested the City of Phillips to close a portion of the alley between the VFW and Stueber’s Laundromat on the 4th of July.  A fundraiser is going to be held in that area and due to people walking around it could be dangerous to leave it open.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to recommend to the Common Council to grant the request to close the portion of alley way between the VFW Hall and Stueber’s Laundromat during the 4th of July fund raiser by the Price County Area Literacy Council, Inc.  Carried

Chemical Feed System for Acetic Acid or Sodium Acetate

Motion by Mr. Namtzu, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to table.  Carried

Hang Banner from Light Pole

Mrs. Wenzel:  The Price County Fair Association would like to hang a banner from the light pole at the intersection on Hwy 13 and Cty H.  It would be there all summer and advertise the dates of the Price County Fair.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Fahl to grant permission to the Price County Fair Association to hang a banner advertising the fair on the light pole at the intersection of Hwy 13 and Cty H.  Carried

Free Help

Mr. Staroba, Director of Public Works, would like to replace the summer help position that was eliminated during budget time with a person who would work for free.  This person has community service and asked Mr. Staroba if he could help out the City of Phillips.

Motion by Mrs. Wenzel, seconded by Mr. Fahl to recommend to the Common Council to allow the Department of Public Works Director, Terry Staroba, to make use of available people that have community service.  Carried

Review Minutes of Meeting Held on March 17, 2003

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to place on file the minutes of the meeting held on March 17, 2003.  Carried

Review Submitted Vouchers for Payment Consideration

Two invoices from Kaempfer and Associates were presented.  Mr. Namtzu would like Mr. Martwick to look at these invoices first and then they can go to the Common Council for payment recommendation.

Motion by Mr. Fahl, seconded by Mrs. Wenzel to adjourn.  CARRIED

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM

Next BPW meeting set for May 20, 2003 at 7:00 PM.
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