City of Phillips

Notice of Meeting of the Public Safety Committee

To Be Held in the Council Room

 Thursday, December 29, 2005 at 5:30 PM

Mayor Joseph S. Boho

Committee members:  Mark Chrouser, Jay Reinke, and Elvis Presley.

Department Heads:  Police Chief David A. Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca

City Administration:
Mary Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s open meeting law, S.S. Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

This meeting may constitute a quorum of the Common Council, or other city committees.

1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of Compliance with Open Meeting Law.

c. Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Roll Call

Mark Chrouser ____ Jay Reinke ____ Elvis Presley ____

Mayor Joseph S. Boho____

3. Public Comments

4. Approval of minutes of previous meetings.

Discussion/Action items:

1. Update on Police Department.
2. Update on Fire Department.
3. Volunteer administrative help update.
4. Response to townships on Fire Department questions.

Adjournment

Public Safety

Meeting Minutes

December 29, 2005

Mark Chrouser, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  Committee member Elvis Presley was in attendance, as were Chief David Sonntag, Fire Chief Jim Pisca, City Attorney Bruce Marshall, Clerk Mary Willett and Mayor Joseph Boho (6:15 P.M.).

Elvis moved acceptance of meeting minutes from September 14, October 27, and December 1, 2005.  Mr. Chrouser seconded.  Motion carried.

Chief Sonntag briefed the committee with an update on the department activities.  There have been three arrests made on the recent burglaries, and the department is continuing to move forward.  There has been a busy end of November and into December.
Mark Chrouser asked about the old squad.  Chief Sonntag noted that it was picked up December 7th.  The car should auction the end of January/February.  Chief thought it would sell for $300-500, but the guys who picked it up thought it would go for substantially more.

Mr. Chrouser asked about the recent grant received by the department.  Chief Sonntag noted that $58,000 was received in a federal grant for the county.  The grant will provide funding to upgrade communications to digital formats.  Fire Chief Pisca commented that the bands are being narrowed for the radios.  Radios will be an issue for the fire department, also.  A new page is $370, while repairing an older model costs $170.

Chief Sonntag said a $20,000 grant for mobile data computers in the squad cars was received.  The department will be able to connect with the state from the squads for checks, etc.   A digital camera for the squad car will be coming from a CERT grant.

Chief Pisca noted the new radio is installed and up to speed at the Fire Department.  The Central Price County Ambulance Service has paid the City a 50% reimbursement of the cost.  

Mary Willett gave an update on the process for the 2007 federal appropriation funding quest for the expansion of the Fire Department structure.  Congressman Obey’s and Senator Kohl’s offices have been contacted.  A request will be going to Sen. Kohl, and Rene Daniels, Congressman Obey’s representative, will be coming to Phillips in the near future to see the Fire Department building and to gain more information regarding the request.  Mark Chrouser will inform the Ambulance Board that the City is seeking funding for the expansion of the building.

It was noted that Chief Sonntag may advertise for free help as provided in the Safety Committee meeting minutes.

Mayor Boho entered the meeting at 6:15 P.M.   He noted that he has received two different and new complaints regarding the crosswalks.

Elvis motioned for adjournment.  Mark Chrouser seconded. Meeting adjourned at 6:12 P.M.

_________________

Mary M. Willett

City Clerk-Treasurer
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