
City of Phillips’ Common Council Meeting 

 Council Room, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

April 14, 2009 
7:00 p.m.
Mayor, Jeffrey V. Fahl
Council Members: Wards 1 & 2 -Jayson Reinke, Laddy Hlavacek; Wards 3 & 4 - Linda Johnson, Charles Peterson; Ward 5 -Dorothy Hanish.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall

Public Works – Terry Staroba; Police – David Sonntag; Library – Rebecca Smith
Administration – Mary M. Willett
This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.
1. Call to Order (presiding officer)

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Roll Call:  Jeffrey Fahl ___Laddy Hlavacek___ Jayson Reinke ___ Linda Johnson ___ Charles Peterson ___ Dorothy Hanish ___.
3. Public Comment 
4. Approval/Correction of March 10, 2009 Council Meeting Minutes
5. Payment of vouchers in total amount of $682,321.45 as recommended by Personnel-Budget-Finance Committee.
6. Raffle license
7. Appointment of Chief of Police as Health Officer
8. Grant funded Code enforcement position 
9. Resolution #1107: Property tax exemption claim filed by Wisconsin Housing Preservation Corporation.
10. Citywide survey for community feedback
11. Enterprise Center groundbreaking date
12. Committee Reports

13. Adjournment
                                                                                                                             Tuesday April 14th, 2009                           

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

………of the Common Council of the City of Phillips at a regular meeting held in the Council Room of Municipal Hall on March 10th, 2009.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Fahl at 7:05 p.m.  Those present included:

1st Aldermanic District:  Jayson Reinke and Laddy Hlavacek

2nd Aldermanic District:  Linda Johnson and Charles Peterson

3rd Aldermanic District:   Dorothy Hanish

City Attorney:  Bruce Marshall

Administration:  Mary M. Willett

Also present:  David Sonntag, Becky Smith, Terry Staroba, Frank Crepinsek, Richard Kelnhofer, and John Vlach.

Richard Kelnhofer introduced himself to the Council during Public Comment.  He represents Wards 1 & 2 of the City of Phillips on the Price County Board of Supervisors.  He is Vice-Chair and serves on the Executive/Finance Committee, Highway Committee, Human Services Board, Personnel Committee and Zoning Committee.

Mayor Fahl announced and introduced the newly elected member for Ward 5 of the Phillips City Council, Frank Crepinsek.
Hlavacek/Reinke motioned to approve the minutes of the March10, 2009 Council meeting as presented.  Carried.

Johnson/Hanish motioned to pay the vouchers in the total amount of $682,321.45 as recommended by the Personnel-Budget-Finance Committee.

Hlavacek/Hanish motioned to authorize the City Clerk to obtain a raffle license for the City under the Volunteer Fire Department.  Carried with a unanimous vote.
Reinke/Hlavacek motioned to appoint the Phillips Police Chief or an appointed designee to serve as City of Phillips local health office for enforcement of Wisconsin §VI, relating to Human Health Hazards as recommend by the Public Safety Committee.  The motion carried unanimously.

Hlavacek/Hanish motioned to authorize the Police Chief to include the application for funding for the code enforcement officer with a 4 year commitment in the full application for the Byrne Grant as recommended by the Public Safety Committee.  Carried by unanimous vote.
Peterson/Hlavacek motioned to adopt Resolution #1107 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.
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RESOLUTION# 1107_
–To Decline Claim for Recovery of 2008 Real Estate Property Taxes Assessed by the City of Phillips–


WHEREAS, the City of Phillips is a quasi-municipal corporation, which has the authority to tax entities within its jurisdictional city limit boundaries; and


WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Housing Preservation Corporation (“Preservation Corporation”) with an address of 495 S. Lake Avenue through its registered agent Eric Schwenker, owns an elderly housing facility; and


WHEREAS, through the Preservation Corporation’s registered agent, a claim was served on the City regarding recovery for taxes paid towards the 2008 tax year; and 


WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statute 70.11, states that entities can be exempt from taxation if they fall under select groups consisting of educational, religious and benevolent institutions; and


WHEREAS, the City of Phillips respects and appreciates the Preservation Corporation’s commitment to the community by providing elderly housing units in Wisconsin, and therefore directed legal counsel to obtain additional information regarding the business structure of the property in order to determine if they are eligible for tax exemption; and


WHEREAS, the City of Phillips through legal counsel has not obtained any information and is unable to determine whether the facility is exempt from taxation and the property owner bears the burden to prove that an exemption should be granted; and


WHEREAS, the City lacks the necessary information to make an analysis and it’s only reasonable recourse is to deny the exemption requests as the City lacks the necessary information to make an analysis regarding exemption; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILLIPS AS FOLLOWS: that the City hereby denies the claim for recovery of property tax exemption filed by the Preservation Corporation through its registered agent Eric Schwenker.  The City adopts this position as the Preservation Corporation has not provided sufficient information to the City in order to determine whether the criteria for exemption set forth in Wisconsin Statute 70.11(4) has been satisfied.


Dated this 14th day of April, 2009          By: Jeffery Fahl, Mayor







    By: Mary Willett, City Clerk/Treasurer




 

Council received a citizen survey utilized by the Town of Omro in 2007 to consider adapting to survey the residents of the City of Phillips for overall satisfaction ratings and funding priorities of services provided by the City.  Council members will consider adaption preferences and turn the recommendations in to the Clerk’s Office. 

The Enterprise Center groundbreaking ceremony will take place on Wednesday April 22, 2009 at 3:30 p.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.
Mary M. Willett
City Clerk-Treasurer
