City of Phillips
Committee of the Whole

Council Chambers, Municipal Hall
174 S Eyder Avenue

January 6, 2015
5:30 p.m.

Mayor:  Charles Peterson
Committee Members: Jerry Clark, Richard Heitkemper, John Vlach, Linda Johnson, Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek.

City Attorney: Bruce Marshall

Department Heads:  Public Works–Bronson Thalacker; Police-Lieutenant Hauschild; Fire-Jim Pisca; Library–Rebecca Smith; Clerk/Treasurer: Barb Revak

This meeting is held in compliance with Wisconsin’s Open Meeting Law, WI § Chapter 19, Subchapter V.  As such it is open to the public.

Following the open session of the meeting the Common Council will convene into closed session pursuant to sec. 19.85 (1)(g) Wis Stats to confer with legal counsel concerning litigation to which the city may become a party.
City Council members present may also represent a quorum of any Committee or Board of the City Council listed below and, as such, may proceed to meet and conduct business as listed under that Committee or Board portion of the agenda below, if the full City Council doesn’t have sufficient members present to satisfy quorum requirements to enable it to meet as the Committee of the Whole. 

Call to Order (presiding officer) Time:  _________

a. Greeting

b. Certification of compliance with Open Meeting Law

c. Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:  Chuck Peterson ___, Jerry Clark___ , Richard Heitkemper ___,Linda Johnson ___, John Vlach___, Dorothy Hanish ___, Jordan Spacek___.

Public Comment: 

DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

General-Mayor/Clerk
1. Set next month’s meeting date and time:  Tuesday February 3, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.  
2. Motion to approve the minutes from December 2, 2014 meeting.
3. Mayor updates.
4. Clerk updates.
5. Motion to recommend to the Common Council to accept the assessor’s plat-Al Schneider.

Board of Public Works/Recreation – Johnson/Spacek
6. 2014 Streets Plans.
a. Up dates
7. Next street projects

8. Skating Rink Attendant.

9. Sewer Back Up insurance.

10. Well #4 proposal.

11. New well paperwork.

12. Public Works & Water/Sewer updates:
Public Safety - Vlach
13. Fire Department updates:
14. Police Department Updates.
Licensing/Permits – Hanish
Personnel/Budget/Finance – Clark
Legal
15. Claims against the City of Phillips for damages resulting from sewer backs on September 4, 2014 and general updates.
City Council

16. Council Update:
17. Motion to convene into closed session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(1)(g).  Jerry Clark___ Richard Heitkemper ___ Linda Johnson ___ John Vlach ___ Dorothy Hanish ___ Jordan Spacek____.   Time: ______

18. Motion to reconvene into open session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(2).  Jerry Clark___ Richard Heitkemper ___ Linda Johnson ___ John Vlach ___ Dorothy Hanish ___ Jordan Spacek ____.  Time: ______

19. Possible action on the subject matter of the closed session.
20. Payrequest – Jakes Excavating and Land Scaping.
21. Adjournment:  Time:  ____________

Committee of the Whole

Meeting Minutes

January 6, 2015
Mayor Peterson called the meeting of the Committee of the Whole to order at 5:30 p.m.

Present:  Charles Peterson, Jerry Clark , Richard Heitkemper, Linda Johnson, John Vlach, Dorothy Hanish, Jordan Spacek, Bruce Marshall (City Attorney), Barb Revak (Clerk/Treasurer), Bronson Thalacker (Director of Public Works), Mike Stoffel, Michael Hauschild (Police Chief), Al Cummings (Police Lieutenant), Al Schneider.
.

Public Comment:  
DISCUSSION-ACTION ITEMS:

General-Mayor/Clerk
1. Next meeting was set for February 3, 2015 in the Council Chambers at 5:30 p.m.

2. Clark/Johnson motioned to approve the minutes from December 2, 2014 as presented.  Carried

3. Mayor updates: No updates.
4. Clerk updates: Tax collections going good.  Water bills had a mistake in the due date.
5. Al Schneider (County surveyor) presented some issues and suggested corrections for the assessor’s plat that he is working on in the Flambeau Ave. area.  If the city makes Ashland Street a 50 feet wide instead of 60 ft this would correct one of the problems.  The City of Phillips should officially vacate non developed alley’s and streets to clean some things up and on Elk Ave. by the bus garage the City should consider relinquishing a strip of property to the owners of that but up to it.

Board of Public Works/Recreation – Johnson/Spacek
6. 2014 Streets Plans.  There are some issues that will be discussed later.
7. Next street projects:
a. A meeting needs to be set up with the Board of Public Works.  The city needs to make sure the citizens are more involved with what is going on.
8. Skating Rink Attendant:  Frank Vlach is no longer able to be the attendant.  Revak will put an ad on Channel 6 and the Park Falls Radio station and see what we get.

9. Sewer Backup Insurance:  This was discussed in length.  Revak will try to get more information and find out what other communities have this insurance.  Put this on the agenda for the next meeting.

10. Well #4:  The paper work has been sent in to the state for the partial funding of a new well.  The city could possible get $400,000 to help with the costs.  Layne tank has a proposal that could help but would cost $15,355 and there is no guarantee.  Stoffel will continue on with the application and once the funds are awarded, the city could still try doing a rehab on well #4 and getting a new well.  This will be discussed again at the next committee of the whole meeting.
11. Public Works & Water/Sewer updates:  Snow removal is happening.  Still getting snow on the sidewalks from the county.  Hauschild did notice that he witnessed some plows going slow.  Peterson wanted to know if people should start running water.  Thalacker will check with the county or as suggested he will open a man hole and see what he can see.  The deep freezes didn’t start as early this year as it did last year.  Heitkemper stated the snow removal in the commercial district seems to be taken care of.  There was some concern about where the snowmobiles come up off the lake by hwy H. The old RBC’s had to be cut off and sent in for analysis.  We may get payment for this after all.
Public Safety - Vlach
12. Fire Department updates:  Everything is going good.
13. Police Department Updates:
Total calls for December 178 calls last year 152 calls.

Total calls YTD 2,140 calls last year 2,280 calls.

Chief Hauschild informed the council a prostitute that was arrested at the Timber Inn.  Been steady, not really slowing down.  The money that was taken out of the City’s savings account has been replaced.  The Crown Vic squad car needs to be replaced.  The Expedition will be paid for this year and it would be easy to just roll over the payments to a new lease to own program.
Licensing/Permits – Hanish

Personnel/Budget/Finance – Clark
Legal

14. Claims against the City of Phillips for damages resulting from sewer backups on September 4, 2014 and general updates.  There have been four direct claims against the City of Phillips. The rest of the claims have been against Jake’s insurance.  This will be on the agenda as we hear from the insurance company.
City Council

15. Council Update:  Spacek and Hanish talked about the sidewalks down town not being shoveled.  Peterson mentioned about the sand and salt they can get over at the garage. Also a question as to how wide does it have to be shoveled.  Marshall went over the ordinance.
16. Johnson/Clark motioned to convene into closed session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(1)(g). Jerry Clark-aye, Richard Heitkemper-aye, Linda Johnson-aye, John Vlach-aye, Dorothy Hanish-aye, Jordan Spacek-aye.   Time: 7:15

17. Motion to reconvene into open session.  Authority:  Wisconsin §19.85(2).  Jerry Clark-aye, Richard Heitkemper-aye, Linda Johnson-aye, John Vlach-aye, Dorothy Hanish-aye, Jordan Spacek-aye.   Time: 8:10
18. Pay request – Jakes Excavating and Landscaping.

Vlach/Hanish motioned to recommend to the Common Council to deny pay request #5 from contractor Jake’s Excavating & Landscaping, LLC due to anticipated costs to correct defective work and due to expenses and third party claims against the City resulting from the defective work on the project justifying a set-off in excess of the amount of pay request #5.”
Roll Call vote : Jerry Clark-aye, Richard Heitkemper-aye, Linda Johnson-aye, John Vlach-aye, Dorothy Hanish-aye, Jordan Spacek-aye.
19. Adjournment:  Time:  8:11
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City Clerk-Treasurer
